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Nancy Trusty worked 
for the four Coeur 
d’Alene mayors who 
served during the final 
two decades of the 20th 
century: Jim Fromm, 
Ray Stone, Al Hassell, 
and Steve Judy.

So the 
former 
executive 
secretary, 
who now 
lives in 
Richland, 
Wash., 
isn’t sure 
which one 
was in office 
when the Incident of 
the Muddy Cadillac 
occurred.

It began innocently 
enough. Nancy’s husband 
had driven to City Hall 
to pick her up for lunch 
in her black Cadillac 
with tinted windows, the 
one she lovingly called 
“Snobby Mob Car.”

Only she saw it was 
covered with mud.

She was ticked.
“I opened the car 

door, sat down, put my 
seat belt on and was 
chewing my husband 
out for getting the car 
so dirty,” Nancy tells 
Huckleberries.

Then, she noticed the 
older man at the wheel. 
He wasn’t her husband. 
And the car wasn’t hers 
either. 

Obviously shaken, 
the Seasoned Citizen 
told Nancy that his 
wife was inside paying 
their utility bill. And 
he assured her that he 
would clean his car 
before returning to City 
Hall.

Again, Nancy: “He 
probably told his friends 
and neighbors that 
they’d better clean their 
cars before visiting City 
Hall because a wild lady 
will come out and chew 
your tail feathers off.”

Nancy apologized and 
couldn’t get out of the 
car fast enough. She left 
one shoe behind, under 
the seat. But didn’t dare 
go back for it.

That’s when she 
spotted her Caddie, three 
cars away. And spotless.

Minority Republicans?
A column by then 

Coeur d’Alene Press 
Editor Terry Schick 
in August 1970 offers 
a ray of hope for local 
superminority Democrats 
today. Schick begins: 
“Well, what do you 
know? There appears to 
be a Republican Party 
in Kootenai County, 
after all.” That’s not a 
typo. Republicans were 
the political sad sacks 
of Kootenai County 50 
years ago. The editor 
continues: “When I 
first came here about 
all that came this way 
were remarks to the 
effect that Kootenai 
County is nothing but 
solid Democrat.” Seems 
the Republicans of the 
day were pinning their 
revitalization hopes on 
new party chairman 

A clean car 
joke you just 

can’t miss

One experienced 
leader hands torch 
to another at the 
Hauser Lake Fire 
Protection District

By MADISON HARDY
Staff Writer

Hauser Lake Fire 
Protection District Chief 
Larry Simms passed the 
torch Wednesday night 
to James Neils after 
serving the community 
for 34 years. 

“It’s been an honor 
to work with my team 
over the years. They’ve 
worked hard and they’ve 
helped the community 
tremendously,” Simms 
said. “We’re here to 
serve them, not serve 
us.”

Simms started his 
volunteer work when 

the fire district was 
looking to innovate 
their training, 
participation, and 
communication 
practices. Shortly 
after joining the 
service, Simms began 
pushing for district 
medical training when 
he responded to an 
accident and didn’t 
have the training to 
administer aid. 

“I said this is not 
going to work,” Simms 
said. “Most of our calls, 
probably 80-to-85%, are 
medical.”

With Simms’s 
recommendation, the 
Hauser Lake Fire 
Protection District 
worked to get most of 
the volunteers EMT, 
First Aid or CPR 
certified. 

Transition at the top

MADISON HARDY/Press 
New Hauser Lake Fire Protection District Chief James Neils is pinned by his wife 
and son at Wednesday night’s ceremony. 

COEUR d’ALENE —
Devin Alexander Motley, 
22, of Greenacres, Wash., 
was sentenced in U.S. 
District Court to two 
years in prison for 
aggravated identity theft, 
U.S. Attorney Bart M. 
Davis said Thursday. 

U.S. District Judge 
B. Lynn Winmill also 
ordered Motley to serve 
one year of supervised 
release following his 
prison sentence and 
to pay $19,094.15 in 
restitution. Motley 
pleaded guilty to the 
charge on May 19, 2020. 

According to court 
records, in September 
2017, Motley stole 
personal information 
from a victim and used 
that information to 
illegally obtain a credit 
card. 

Motley then traveled 
to Idaho and used 
the card at the Coeur 
d’Alene Casino, on 
the Coeur d’Alene 
Reservation, as part of a 
scheme to fraudulently 
obtain over $19,000 of 
goods and services, a 
press release said.

The Coeur d’Alene 
Tribal Police Department 
and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ultimately 
uncovered Motley’s 
actions and began 
investigating, the press 
release said.

During this same 
time period, Motley 
was also involved in 
multiple other fraudulent 
activities, which resulted 
in felony convictions 
for burglary and grand 
theft in Kootenai County, 
according to the release.

Washington 
man sentenced 
for aggravated 
identity theft 

BILL BULEY/Press
Coeur d’Alene Deputy Fire Chief Bill Deruyter visits with Jordyn Mikesell, her son, Cedar, and dog Neeman 
at Thursday’s mask giveaway at Cherry Hill Park.

Hundreds more 
given out

By BILL BULEY
Staff Writer

COEUR d’ALENE — 
When confronted by a 
15-month-old boy and 
a 3-year-old Siberian 
Husky Thursday after-
noon, Coeur d’Alene 
Deputy Fire Chief Bill 
Deruyter knew what to 
do.

He gave the toddler 
a red firefighter helmet 
and petted the dog.

That led to laughs 
and smiles all around 
during the city of 
Coeur d’Alene’s mask 
giveaway at Cherry Hill 
Park.

“It’s great to 
see the local law 
enforcement looking 
out for the health of 
the community,” said 
Jordyn Mikesell, mom 
of little Cedar and 

owner of Neeman, who 
walked up and received 
one of the bags with 
five disposable masks 
and other items like 
stickers, lip balm and 
sanitizer.

In the first of a 

three-hour event on a 
sunny afternoon, the 
city gave away about 
500 disposable masks 
as people turned out 
to claim the protective 

Mask campaign gains ground

Downtown Cd'A 
school named 

Exemplary School 
by Arts Schools 

Network Board of 
Directors

By DEVIN WEEKS
Staff Writer

COEUR d’ALENE 
— Another feather of 
accomplishment has 

landed in the colorful 
cap of Sorensen Magnet 
School of the Arts and 
Humanities.

The downtown Coeur 
d'Alene neighborhood 
elementary school 
has been designated 
as an Exemplary 
School by the Arts 
Schools Network 
Board of Directors, the 
largest professional 
membership 

Sorensen once 
again soars

LISA JAMES/Press File 
Sorensen Magnet School of the Arts and Humanities students dance to music in 
the gym during Aloha Day with artist-in-residence Bria Zan Thompson in 2017. See OLIVERIA, C3

“It’s great to see the local law enforcement 
looking out for the health 

of the community.”

JORDYN MIKESELL

Trusty

See SORENSEN, C3

See MASK, C3

See CHIEF, C2


