
North Idaho

Eight years later, 
Simms was promoted 
to Hauser’s part-time 
fire chief working one 
day a week, then three, 
then five. Eventually, 
the Hauser Lake Fire 
District board of 
commissioners decided it 
was time to make Simms 
the first full-time paid 
chief. 

Wes Micheal, 
president of the Hauser 
Lake Fire District’s 
Board of Commissioners, 
said Simms has played a 
crucial role in advancing 
the volunteer service. 

“Chief Simms 
brought us kicking and 
screaming into the 20th 
century,” Micheal said. 
“He was a professional 
before we hired him as 
chief. We felt he was the 
one that could do the job, 
and he did more than we 
expected him to do.”

Simms said he had 
three primary goals for 
his time with the district; 
to update equipment, 
improve training, 
and transform into 

more of a professional 
organization. 

“I think we’ve 
accomplished that for 
the most part,” Simms 
said. “We have good 
equipment now, the guys 
have been trained, and it 
is a great group of people 
to work with.”

Simms brought in 
over $1.5 million in 
grants for Kootenai 
County and Hauser Fire 
District equipment. 

He said the position 
was not something he 
did for the recognition, 
but to simply help the 
community. 

“It’s not about the 
attaboys. It’s about if I 
can make a difference 
in somebody’s life one 
time,” Simms said. 
“Even if it is only once 
in 34 years, it was worth 
every minute.”

The district showed 
support for Simms and 
new Chief Neils in a 
pinning ceremony at the 
Hauser Lake Fire Station 
Wednesday night. 

Neils, 51, has spent 
over half his life with 
the district. Joining at 
24, Neils was drawn to 
service after watching 
his father and two 

grandfathers volunteer 
with their hometown 
fire departments. Being 
chief for Neils means 
more than just a title; 
it’s a chance to make 
a difference in the 
community and the 
volunteer organization. 

“This is not an 
opportunity that comes 
twice in a lifetime,” 
Neils said. “I get to work 
with the most amazing 
group of people to help 
create something bigger 
than we already have.”

One of Neils’ goals for 
the district is to increase 
community involvement, 
connect with other 
public safety districts, 
and improve volunteer 
training. Neils said that 
with the team he has, 
the future of the district 
looks bright.

“What I’m going to 
do is use all the things 
Chief Simms has created 
and expand it to make 
it even better for the 
person after me,” Neils 
said. “When you work 
with all these talented 
people, and you bring 
your own pieces, it 
makes a stronger whole 
that you can leverage to 
do better.”
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New Hauser Lake Fire Protection District Chief James Neils is presented with the 
certificate of promotion by Fire Commissioner Andrea Maddalone at Wednesday 
night’s ceremony. 
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BONNERS FERRY — 
Idaho lawmakers recent 
wrote U.S. Forest Service 
Chief Vicki Christiansen 
asking her to address 
concerns over the use 
of cameras to enforce 
U.S. Forest Service 
regulations.

The letter was written 
and signed by U.S. Sens. 
Jim Risch and Mike 
Crapo, R-Idaho, and 
U.S. Congressman Russ 
Fulcher, R-Idaho.

Cameras have been 

used in Boundary 
County to penalize 
individuals who drive on 
unauthorized routes, the 
trio said in the letter.

The cameras have 
been a contentious topic 
for Boundary County 
residents, who view 
them as a violation of 
privacy.

In the letter to 
Christiansen, Risch, 
Fulcher, and Crapo 
urged the Forest Service 
to develop policies that 
reasonably use the 
cameras and also protect 
individual privacy.

The reason for their 

concern is the lack of 
updated information on 
roads, the senators and 
congressman said in the 
letter.

“From changing road 
designations to outdated 
maps, often there is 
confusion about the 
status of Forest Service 
roads,” Fulcher wrote, 
“In addition, national 
forest visitors report 
that many times these 
unauthorized roads are 
not marked.”

The letter notes 
that many individuals 
do not know they are 
breaking Forest Service 

regulations; these 
infractions have upset 
individuals who were 
unaware of the crime 
committed.

According to the 
letter, “While national 
forests are public spaces, 
most people do not 
expect to have federal 
cameras monitoring their 
activity while visiting 
them.”

Lawmakers suggest 
that Forest Service 
personnel issue 
warnings instead of the 
citation that includes 
a photograph of their 
vehicle.

Idaho senators, congressman 
want forest cameras gone

Records
JUDGMENTS

Bank of America v. 
Scott W. McLuskie, was 
awarded $5,887.06

Merchants 
Acceptance Corporation 
v. Sarah Halley, was 
awarded $3,378.34

Chapman Financial 
Services v. Colette 
A. Clark et al., was 
awarded $3,104.31

SENTENCINGS
Dylan A. Mitchem, 

born 1993, Kellogg: 
180 days determinate, 
170 days suspended, 
$800 fines and fees and 
two years probation 
for driving under the 
influence

James L. Moore, born 
1982, Athol: Penitentiary 

suspended, $912.50 fines 
and fees and three 
years probation for 
felony possession of a 
controlled substance

Abby Morris, born 
2001, Kellogg: $487.50 
fines and fees for 
unlawfully purchasing, 
consuming or possessing 
an alcoholic beverage 
under 21 years of age

Darien A. Najera, 
born 1993, Spokane 
Valley: $247.50 fines 
and fees for use or 
possession of drug 
paraphernalia with 
intent to use

Chirstopher J. Olsen, 
born 1979, Spokane: 
$322.50 fines and fees 
for driving without 
privileges
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